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Okinawa Lutheran Church
362  Shimabuku,  Kitanakagusuku,  Okinawa,  Japan 901-2301

933-3488 or 932-6560 (Parsonage)
Home page:  www.church.ne/jp/okiluth

Church Schedule December 2008

Dec 7

1000
Joint Service
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(No Sunday school)
Dec 14
 
0830
Sunday School


  
0930
English Service


  
1100
Japanese Service followed by Sunday school

  
1230 
Church Council Meeting
Dec 21  
0830
Sunday School


  
0930
English Service


  
1100
Japanese Service followed by Sunday school
Dec 24

1800
Christmas Eve Service



1900
Potluck and entertainment
Dec 28  
0830
Sunday School


  
0930
English Service


  
1100
Japanese Service followed by Sunday school
* There will not be a service on Christmas Day

Confirmation Class - Wednesdays 4-5:30



Sr Youth Group - First three Sundays of the month 6-8 p.m.

English Conversation Class - Tuesday 10-11:30 a.m. and Saturday 7:30-9 p.m.
Scripture Readings  

Date 
   
Festival                   1st Reading 
Psalm
        Epistle 

Gospel



	Dec 7
	Advent 2nd week
	Is 40:1-7
	
	2 Peter 3:8-14
	Mark 1:1-8

	Dec 14
	Advent 3rd week
	Is 61:1-4
	
	I Thess 5:16-24
	John 1:19-28

	Dec 21
	Advent 4th week
	Zeph 3:4-17
	
	Phil 4:2-7
	Luke 1:26-38

	Dec 24
	Christmas Eve
	Is 9:1-6
	
	Titus 2:11-14
	Luke 2:1-20

	Dec 28
	Sunday after Christmas
	Is 62:1-5
	
	Col 1:15-20
	Luke 2:22-40
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Ways to Serve

Dec
Flowers



Snacks



Acolyte

7
Inafuku Family


Potluck


Kieran & Piper Cole
14
Hanashiro Family






Kyle Sayers
21
Shimabukuro Family


Hodovan Family

Kieran Cole
24





Potluck
28
Terukina Family


Hanovich Family

Leyna Hodovan
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* Please donate poinsettias for service the holiday season.
Sign up for snacks, flowers, acolyte or reader on the sheets on the bulletin board.  Your help is greatly needed and appreciated.
Upcoming Events

[image: image5.wmf]Please join us after service on Nov 30th to decorate Fellowship Hall for the upcoming holidays.   

Christmas Eve Service
6 p.m. Worship

7 p.m. Potluck with turkey followed by talent show.    What’s your talent?  Caroling will depend on the weather.
[image: image6.wmf]Christmas Cookie Exchange
The Cooking Class will be exchanging cookies and small gifts on Saturday, December 20th starting at 2 p.m.  If you are interested in attending please sign up on the bulletin board.  Bring two dozen cookies to exchange!  Containers for transporting cookies home will be supplied.  
[image: image7.wmf]A great big thank you to everyone who helped out at the Church Bazaar and Flea Market.  Volunteers came early to set up, later to help sales and the game area and finally for clean up.  The sales were fantastic, the food was awesome and the baked goods out of this world.  We raised 97,636 Yen for the Tokyo Lutheran Seminary.  
Birthdays

[image: image8.wmf]Happy Birthday to:
9
Alex Sayers

20
Mia Weiss

23
Leyna Hodavon
Prayer Request
Please continue to pray for the growth of our church.  If you have any prayer requests please contact Pastor Nearhood at the church office.

Church Mouse

If you have any free time…see Pastor for things that need to be done around OLC.
Denise Nakasone has been cleaning the church four times a month for quite some time.  As of the first of the year she will be volunteering her time to clean the church twice a month.  If you are interested in volunteering to clean the church anytime during the month please talk to Pastor.  Thank you Denise for all your hard work and dedication!
New Members

On Wednesday, November 20, 2008, two children were received into God's Kingdom through the rite of Baptism.  They are Anais Mina and Maelle Helene Distelzweig, twin daughters of Louis & Eve Distelzweig. 
Church Council News - November 9, 2008

Church Officers:


Pastor Michael Nearhood


English Congregation:


President - Robert Hanovich


Secretary - Karen Hanovich


Japanese Congregation:


President - Norburo Shimabukuro


Secretary - Sumiko Hanashiro


Treasurer - Toshiko Terukina

Pastor Nearhood opened the meeting at 12:30 with prayer.

Financial Report was given by Mrs. Terukina, Church Treasurer.  We are currently below projected budget.  

Our current year to date offerings are:

Our current year to date budget is:

Bob Hanovich, American Congregation President, suggested that budget information should be included in the weekly bulletin.  This was voted and passed by the Council.

Budget information for the week ending November 23:

Offerings last week

     ¥48,100 

Weekly budget

     ¥66,400 

Offerings to date

¥2,531,205

Budget to date


¥3,054,400

Annual budget


¥3,453,000

Pastor Nearhood discussed the Church Picnic at Comprehensive Park on Nov 2nd. There were 36 attendees.  The rainstorm did not damper the worship or dinner.

Pastor Nearhood discussed the results of the Church Columbarium Meeting.  The first meeting took place on Oct 5, 2008 to discuss the desire of the Japanese congregation for a church Columbarium.  The committee voted to build a temporary Church Columbarium in the small chapel in Fellowship Hall.  A meeting will be scheduled at a later date to discuss funding and policies.

New Business

The council members discussed roof repairs for old parsonage as needed due to leaks.  Estimates of ¥1,200,000 and ¥800,000 were submitted to the Council.  The Council voted to have repairs done after requesting the contractors to lower their cost estimates.  Mr. Shimabukuro and Pastor Nearhood will then decide on which contractor.  *Note - contractors both came back with lesser bids and the work has been started.  
The Church Bazaar/Flea Market will be Saturday, November 22nd from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There will be items for sale, games, food and Christmas items.  There will be a meeting on Tuesday, November 18th at 1 p.m. and set up for the event on Friday, November 21st at 6 p.m.  Mr. Weiss has volunteered his two sons to set up canopies for the day.  

Our Christmas Eve Service will be at 6 p.m., followed by potluck at 7 p.m. followed by a talent show and fun & games.

The Council decided to meet monthly starting with the next meeting which is scheduled for December 14th at 12:30.
Church Council would like to invite everyone to join us after service on Nov 30th to decorate Fellowship Hall for the upcoming holidays.   

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. after prayers.

Respectfully,

Karen Hanovich

Church Secretary















